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Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, let me
take this means to pay tribute to COL John R.
Smith, Chief of the Air Force Programs and
Legislation Division, for his 25 years of service
to the U.S. Air Force and our country. A com-
mand pilot with over 3,600 flight hours, Colo-
nel Smith has supported combat operations
around the world to include Operations Desert
Storm, Restore Hope, Allied Force, Northern
and Southern Watch, and Desert Fox. He has
also flown numerous presidential support mis-
sions as well as humanitarian missions in re-
lief of the devastation from hurricanes George
and Mitch, flood relief in Mozambique, and
earthquake relief in Turkey.

COL John R. Smith was born into the Air
Force, the son of a World War Il pilot and
former prisoner of war COL Darrell Smith (ret.)
and his wife Helen. Following his father into
the Air Force, after high school he earned an
appointment to the Air Force Academy and
graduated in 1982 as a distinguished grad-
uate. Upon completion of pilot training, he re-
turned as a T-37 instructor pilot to teach and
mentor future aviators first at Vance Air Force
Base, Oklahoma, and then at Randolph Air
Force Base, Texas, home of the Pilot Instruc-
tor Training School. In 1987, he was selected
as Randolph’s Instructor Pilot of the Year. Fol-
lowing his tour in Air Training Command,
Colonel Smith was selected to represent the
United States Air Force as an exchange offi-
cer with the United Kingdom’s Royal Air
Force. In 1992, Colonel Smith was selected to
fly the C-5 at Travis Air Force Base, Cali-
fornia. From the C-5, Colonel Smith was as-
signed to the Pentagon in the Air and Space
Operations directorate where he served as the
C-5 and C-141 Program Element Monitor di-
recting over $1.5 billion in funding for these
two fleets. He was then reassigned as a Joint
Warfighting Capabilities Analyst where he pre-
pared recommendations on Department of De-
fense budgets, programs, and force structure
alternatives for the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff.

Colonel Smith was selected to command
the Third Airlift Squadron, flying C-5s out of
Dover Air Force Base, Delaware. Under his
leadership, the Third overcame low aircraft
maintenance reliability rates to support 17
major contingencies, exercises, and relief op-
erations including critical taskings in support of
operations in Irag, Bosnia, and the Far East.
The squadron was twice selected as the best
operations squadron of the year at Dover, gar-
nered 18 higher headquarter aircrew awards,
and earned the year 2000 nomination for the
best airlift squadron in Air Mobility Command.
Following command, Colonel Smith attended
Air War College and was then selected for a
tour in the Secretary of the Air Force’s Office
of Legislative Liaison where he served as the
Deputy Chief of the Weapons Systems Divi-
sion. For the last 2 years Colonel Smith has
served as the Chief of the Programs and Leg-
islation Division. There he is responsible for
Air Force legislative engagement with the Sen-
ate and House Armed Services Committees.

Madam Speaker, | know the members of
the House will join me in offering our sincere
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thanks to Colonel Smith, his wife Jana, their
four daughters, Renae, Elayne, Claire, and
Pamela, and four sons Benjamin, Zane, Chad,
and Kyle, for their service to our Nation. |
would like to especially remember Zane, their
second son, who died from leukemia at the
age of 2. We wish the Smith family the best
of luck in all future endeavors and congratu-
late Colonel Smith on the completion of an
outstanding and successful active-duty career.

————————

CALLING ON THE LEAGUE OF
ARAB STATES TO ACKNOWLEDGE
THE GENOCIDE IN DARFUR

SPEECH OF

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 25, 2007

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, | rise
in strong support of H. Con. Res. 7, which
calls on the League of Arab States to ac-
knowledge the genocide in Darfur and step up
its effort to stop the genocide. | would like to
thank my friend and colleague, Rep. BARBARA
LEE, for bringing this important resolution to
the House floor.

Since 2003, more than 400,000 people have
been killed in Darfur and an estimated 2.5 mil-
lion have been displaced. More than 3 million
other Darfurians depend today on international
aid for their survival. The United Nations has
identified the situation in Darfur as the worst
current humanitarian and human rights crisis
in the world. The United States has officially
labeled it genocide.

As we learned last week on Holocaust Re-
membrance Day, the international community
must not turn a blind eye to the suffering of in-
nocents. When we say we must “never for-
get,” we must demonstrate that we mean it. H.
Con. Res. 7, which has 115 co-sponsors on
both sides of the aisle, is an important step in
this cause.

This important legislation calls on the
League of Arab States to support and accept
United Nations peacekeepers as the best op-
tion to enforce a cease-fire, protect civilians,
and ensure access for humanitarian aid work-
ers; and to work with the international commu-
nity to bring about a lasting peace in Darfur.

| hope that the Arab League will play a con-
structive role in ensuring humanitarian assist-
ance in Darfur, insisting that the Bashir gov-
ernment accept more peacekeeping troops,
and make a stronger effort to engage Sudan’s
neighbors in the peace process—which is
what this Resolution is designed to do. Finally,
the Arab League must work with the United
States and the United Nations to work with the
Sudanese government to help forge a com-
prehensive plan for stability and reconstruction
across the whole of the country.

| am proud to be a cosponsor of H. Con.
Res. 7 and | hope all of my colleagues will
lend it their support.

E881

CONGRATULATING SAM BIANCO
UPON BEING AWARDED THE
UNITED WAY OF AMERICA’S
“JOSEPH A. BEIRNE COMMUNITY
SERVICE AWARD”’

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2007

Mr. KANJORSKI. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to ask you and my esteemed colleagues
in the House of Representatives to pay tribute
to Mr. Sam Bianco, of Vandling, Lackawanna
County, Pennsylvania, who was chosen by the
United Way of America to receive its pres-
tigious “Joseph A. Beirne Community Services
Award.”

Established in 1974 by the United Way of
America, the award annually recognizes a
union member or labor leader who has ren-
dered outstanding service to a local United
Way community.

The award is named in honor of the late Jo-
seph A. Beirne, co-founder of the Communica-
tions Workers of America International Union
and the first union member to ever serve as
board president of United Way of America.

Mr. Bianco has been a staunch volunteer
and supporter of the United Way of Wyoming
Valley since 1955. At that time he served as
a campaign solicitor at International Ladies
Garment Workers Union shops. He also
served as business agent for the Pittston
ILGWU and, later, as district manager for the
Wilkes-Barre ILGWU. He currently serves on
the United Way of Wyoming Valley’s board of
directors, finance committee, campaign cabi-
net and he has chaired the labor participation
committee for the past 27 years.

Under Mr. Bianco’s volunteer leadership, the
Greater Wilkes-Barre Labor Council and
United Way of Wyoming Valley were named
the 1998 recipient of the “National AFL-CIO
Model Cities in Community Services Award”
for the outstanding partnership created be-
tween the local labor movement and United
Way in jointly addressing and meeting human
service needs.

Mr. Bianco, as president of the Greater
Wilkes-Barre Labor Council, has partnered
with the United Way of Wyoming Valley on nu-
merous community service projects including
the National Association of Letter Carriers
Food Drive; creating the “Unions in the Com-
munity Girl Scout Patch” and being a co-spon-
sor of the annual United Way Labor Christmas
Project.

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating Mr. Bianco for giving his commu-
nity so many years of devoted service. His
contributions to the quality of life in north-
eastern Pennsylvania are legendary as is his
love of helping people in need.

————

THE 500TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
NAME “AMERICA”

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 26, 2007

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to commemorate the fifth centenary of the
word “America”—a name that has become
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